Earl Stonham WI Report for Parish Council AGM 2025

Earl Stonham WI currently has 28 members which includes those from Stonham Parva,
Brockford, Stowupland, Needham Market and Creeting St Peter as well as our village.

Our past year has consisted of 9 meetings in the Village Hall Clubroom, 1 Zoom meeting, a
summer outing to the Sutton Hoo Boat rebuild at Woodbridge and a Christmas meal at
Thornham Four Horseshoes. We also hired the Kurling equipment from our Head Office in
October and had a great morning with some very competitive games between us!

Speakers have included Witches and Witch hunting, The Making of Dad’s Army, the Sutton
Hoo Boat Rebuild (which we opened up to husbands), our own Annette talking on her time in
the Metropolitan Police and the return of Mary Newton, former Forensic Scientist with more
tales from her career. We were also visited by a Ukulele band from Felixstowe which we
opened up to visitors. Our Zoom meeting in January consisted of some wonderful slides
entitled Magic Moments which were of birds from around the world. We also heard from a
former Firefighter who turned to writing after his wife died from cancer and last month we
had a talk called Soil Cinderellas : Honouring the Women’s Land Army. Future speakers this
year include our own Anne talking on Beekeeping, a flower arranger who was once a
Policelady and Music Hall Memories with Songs and Monologues. We are also hoping to visit
the Green Island Gardens in July. Our May meeting will be to discuss the Resolution going
forward to the National AGM and is entitled “Bystanders can be Lifesavers” — to help us we
have someone coming along from the Air Ambulance to teach us CPR and also how to use a
Defibrillator.

Our two Group meetings during the last year were from three ladies who had climbed
Kilimanjaro and also Lynne Mortimer talking on her year as Mayor of Ipswich. Six members
attended the Suffolk East Federation Annual Meeting at Trinity Park in March where the
main speaker was Ali Norman, the first lady to serve on the Aldeburgh Lifeboat.

Our head office in Ipswich organise many days of learning and craft activity which we have
been able to participate in — these include Lino Cutting, a Literary lunch with two local
authors and a ladies lunch with a Christmas Craft theme. Also the ever popular Kurling
which is held in our own Village Hall — this year 5 of our members took part, 3 of which were
in the winning team. Two of our members enrolled on a Creative Stitch class culminating in a
show at Needham Market and we were delighted to hear that Jan had been named as student
of the year! We also entered a team into the annual SEFWI Quiz at Needham Market and
once again came third. We are now entering a team in the monthly Village Quiz evening too so
may attain a higher position this year!

However we are probably still best known for our catering skills. We served our usual
refreshments after the Carols on the Green in December and raised over £200 for the Charity
Little Lifts who provide gift boxes to every breast cancer patient undergoing chemotherapy or
radiotherapy. Our speciality is still our funeral tea catering though and last year we catered
for three of these including our own Jane Porch.

Our Mahjong group meets monthly and we have around 12 attending each month including 4
ladies who are not WI members (one travels from Felixstowe).

We decided to keep our membership at £48 for the year in 2025 which covers 11 meetings, a
monthly magazine from our Federation office and 8 magazines from our National Office. The
National WI now runs it’s own Lottery too and some members belong to this (but no wins so
far).

For any more details please contact Lindsey on 07929869925 or 01449 711602 or email on
lindseystoneSS@yahoo.co.uk.
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