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EARL STONHAM WITH STONHAM PARVA  

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL  

ANNUAL REPORT 2024  

 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) of the above presents the Annual Report for the year 2024.  The 

report has been prepared in accordance with the Charities Act of 1993.  

 

LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION  

St Mary’s Church, Earl Stonham with Stonham Parva.  

Correspondence address: The Rural Dean, The Rev’d Dan Harrison,  

The Rectory, Willisham, Ipswich IP8 4SP 

email address: ddh25@btinternet.com 

The PCC is a charity exempt from registration with the Charity Commission.  

                                                                                            

THE PARISH TEAM  

Priest in Charge: Revd Philip Payne (retired July 2024) 

Reader: Henry Stanford 

Churchwarden: Mr Mark Parry  

 

The Sunday School Trust administers funds originating from the sale of the village school, which are 

used for Christian Education within the parish of Earl Stonham. It is separate from the PCC with the 

Rector and the Churchwardens as trustees. 

 
Bank: Santander UK plc. 

Independent Examiner: 

  Mike Cherry 

Address:  

Weylands Farmhouse, Forward Green, Stowmarket, IP14 5EW 

 
PCC OFFICERS AND MEMBERS AS OF APRIL 2024 

 
Revd Philip Payne (Rector)* 

Mr Henry Stanford Reader)* 

Mrs Jane Porch (Elder and 

Churchwarden)*  

Mr Mark Parry (Churchwarden)* 

Mrs Maggie Podd (Deanery Synod rep)*   

Mr John Jones (Treasurer) 

Mrs Caroline Shield (Secretary) 

Mr Mike Dawe *ex officio 

Mrs Anne Stanford 
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COMMITTEES 

The PCC had the following sub-committees: 

Fabric Committee: John Jones, Mike Dawe, Mark Parry 

Standing Committee: Revd Philip Payne, Jane Porch, Mark Parry, John Jones, Caroline Shield 

Social Committee: Frankie Wicks, Caroline Shield 
 

  

SECRETARY’S REPORT  

The PCC had 9 members (ex officio and elected) and the electoral roll had 38 names on it as at 2024.  

The PCC held 5 meetings during the year, in addition to the Annual Vestry Meeting and the Annual 

Parochial Meeting, which was held on Wednesday 17th April 2024. 

 

Discussions at PCC Meetings included: Incumbent replacement, service schedule, safeguarding, 

coffee and cake. 

 

SAFEGUARDING  
 
In the second half of 2024, Frankie Wicks stepped down from the PCC and from her role as 

safeguarding officer on moving to Bristol in the autumn.  

 

Safeguarding continues to be paramount within St Mary’s and is always discussed at every PCC 

meeting. Throughout the year reminders have been given to those whose safeguarding training has 

expired and the majority of the PCC members have ensured that their training is completed to the 

required level for their responsibilities. 

 

All PCC members are required to complete the Basic awareness and the Foundation 

training. These can be accessed online and are straightforward and informative. Those who 

are either Lay elders, Lay readers and the Safeguarding officer are in addition required to 

complete, the Leadership training which takes place across two sessions, either in person or 

via Zoom over a period of two weeks. Following the submission of reflections on what could 

be implemented in one’s benefice, the Leadership level of safeguarding is awarded. All 

members of the PCC have been recommended to complete the online Raising Awareness of 

Domestic Abuse course. 

 

A record is kept of the training levels, which those on the PCC and appropriate members of 

the Bell ringing group have completed. 

 

Updated Safeguarding posters have been made available within the church and Parish 

room, including displaying them on the back of loo doors. Posters made available include 

those which detail local and national abuse support networks as well as Local and National 

Support Networks. 

 

Anne Stanford 

Safeguarding Officer  
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THE CHURCH IN THE VILLAGE COMMUNITY 

 

During 2024, the general pattern of Sunday services in Earl Stonham Church on the 2nd and 4th 

Sundays of each month continued, including a well-attended service on Remembrance Sunday, 

together with a monthly mid-week communion service in the parish room.  

 

In addition, the church hosted a World Day of Prayer service on 1st March, as well as Good Friday and 

Easter Services, a Service of Light to remember people who had died, a Christingle Service, the ever-

popular Carol Service with the Benefice choir, and a Christmas Day communion service. 

 

Four services took place in Stonham Parva Church: a Rogation Service in May, a benefice Holy 

Communion in June, a choral evensong in July and a carol service in December. 

 

Four funeral services took place in Earl Stonham Church in 2024, with two additional burials and the 

ashes of five more people interred in the churchyard. There was one baptism. 

 

On five evenings in January and February, Hymns We Love, preceded by supper, in Earl Stonham 

Village Hall attracted more than 20 people from across the benefice. Our Radiant Redeemer, a series 

of devotions by Tim Chester, was studied during Lent and, later in the year, a group studied Paul’s 

letter to the Romans, using Andrew Ollerton’s The Romans Course. During Advent, Let Earth Receive 

Her King was read. 

 

Monthly ecumenical prayer meetings took place in the parish room. Towards the end of the year, an 

Open the Book team resumed enacting Bible stories in Creeting St Mary School. 

 

The church hosted monthly ‘Coffee and cake’ mornings in the village hall and, in December, carols 

were sung on the village green, followed by refreshments provided by the WI. 

 

The Rev’d Philip Payne retired in August from his role as Rector of the North Bosmere Benefice, after 

ten years as our incumbent, following a packed benefice farewell service in Stonham Aspal Church at 

the end of July. We wish him and Mary, who had been a very supportive lay elder and administrator, a 

happy retirement in Soham. 

 

We also bade farewell in October to Frankie Wicks, former churchwarden and lay pastor, who moved 

to be closer to family in Bristol. And Jane Porch, churchwarden and lay elder, died in November. 

Frankie and Jane, having both spent most of their lives in the parish in faithful service, are much 

missed. 

 

Earlier in the year, in July, Mark Parry was commissioned as a lay elder, alongside Hazel Chittock and 

Steve Cole from Gosbeck. We are also grateful to the other members of the Benefice Ministry team, 

the Rev’d Helen Norris, the Rev’d Adrian Watkins, the Rev’d Bill Rootes, Judy Hailes, Liz Ince and 

David Tydeman, for all that they do. 

 

Thanks too are due to Mark for all that he does as churchwarden, to those who served on our PCC 

during the year, to Diane Hurt and Ian Galbraith for their organ playing, to Margaret Cherry and our 

team of bellringers, to all who act as sidespeople and provide coffee after our services, for those who 

clean the church and provide flowers, to John Bull for his sterling work in the churchyard, to all who 

help with coffee and cake in the village hall, to all who lead intercessions and read, to Eileen and 
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those who unlock and lock up the church each day, and to all who help in other ways. We are very 

grateful. 

 

Henry Stanford 

Reader  

 

 

 

ST MARY’S BELLS REPORT 

Bell ringing at St Mary’s Church continues with ringing for Sunday Service on the fourth 

Sunday of the month, with the help of other ringers in the district. 

 

We were able to ring for the Harvest Festival, Remembrance Service and the Christmas Eve 

Carol Service in 2024. 

 

Practice afternoons take place throughout the year. Debenham ringers continue to ring a quarter peal 

on a monthly basis. No wedding ringing took place during 2024 but we look forward to ringing for a 

wedding on August 2nd at Earl Stonham. 

 

The new muffles purchased last year proved to be a great improvement on the old ones and 

we were able to fix them to the bells more easily. 

 

Margaret Cherry 

 

 

DEANERY SYNOD REPORT  

We continued to be represented by Maggie Podd and Rev Philip Payne (until his retirement). John 
Jones was serving as Deanery Organiser for the northern (Bosmere) part of the Deanery. The 
Deanery Synod met three times during 2024 at Earl Stonham Village Hall. Each meeting started with a 
discussion on a key topic.  

On 14th March this involved small group discussions on how to be welcoming churches.  

At the meeting on 26th June, the main item was a discussion led by the Rural Dean, Dan Harrison on 
“Going to Church and what happens next: private faith, public faith and mission”.  

On 22nd October the main subject of the meeting was a talk by Matthew Vernon, leader of the 
Diocesan deliverance ministry team on Deliverance Ministry. 

Other items discussed at the meetings included future Deanery wide events, the Deanery Plan, clergy 
vacancies, Safeguarding, reports from the Treasurer and updates from individual Parishes/Benefices. 

As Deanery Organiser for Bosmere, John continued to report on Parish Share issues. 

There were updates from the Diocesan and General Synods. 

Maggie Podd 
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TREASURER’S REPORT  

 

Our unrestricted income in 2024 increased by almost £1,700, but this was accounted for by a rise of 

£1,900 in the fees received for weddings, funerals and burials.  There have been small fluctuations in 

other categories of income but our largest source, planned giving, rose by nearly £1,200 to £16,811.  

This is nearly all received monthly, via the Planned Giving Scheme or by bank standing order, and we 

are very grateful to all the individuals who are so generous in their support. 

 

Expenditure, though, continues to rise inexorably and as a result we have incurred a deficit of £1,651 

in the year.  Parish Share, our largest item, has increased by £650 to £22,916.  Energy costs, 

especially electricity, continue to rise inexorably. 

 

Whilst unrestricted funds at the year end were a fairly healthy £15,000,  we have now incurred a deficit 

for two years in succession and clearly this cannot be allowed to continue.  

 

We should take pride in the fact that our church is largely funded by the donations of a very generous 

congregation, without having to resort to fetes or similar fund-raising events.  However, donations 

have not kept up with inflation and we shall be asking our members to prayerfully review their giving, 

to ensure that our work in this parish is adequately funded. 

 

John Jones 

 

 


