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In 2024 we celebrated our 35th anniversary since the club was reformed and at our annual
awards dinner, we were lucky enough to have a number of the founding committee members
in attendance. John Player, the original Secretary, spoke to the assembled guests of how it all
came about and it would seem most of which was done over a pint in the now closed
Shepherd & Dog pub. Four village residents seized the opportunity to reform the club
following Stowmarket Cricket clubs decision to vacate the ground. With a lot of local support
we were able to get the club back up and running again as the original club folded in the early
60’s due to dwindling numbers.

So we now enter our 36th season and despite only having played 5 games so far we have
managed to win 3 of them. There is a long season ahead especially for the Saturday team who
will now play every weekend till mid September. A very long season in my view and very
challenging for smaller clubs like ourselves to make sure we have strong player availability
throughout that period. Playing numbers are pretty strong at the moment for both our
Saturdays and Sundays but we are always on the look out for more especially youngsters.

The clubs financial position is what I would call stable but it is a challenge every year to
balance the books. With costs continually on the rise it makes it much harder to save the
money for new equipment and improvements to the pavilion we wish to make.We get great
support from a number of locals who support us financially each year as VP’s but the numbers
have dropped off over the years, with people moving away or finding it hard to donate due to
their own household budgets being stretched.

We have two improvement plans at the moment, firstly we are keen to purchase an electronic
scoreboard, that not only keeps the score updated ball by ball, but also connects to the play-
cricket website where supporters can follow our progress on their phones on a Saturday
afternoon. We are currently about £1.5k away from our £4k target. Our second project is to
improve the entrance to the pavilion. Currently it has some rather steep steps which is just
not suitable for anyone with mobility issues so some form of ramp is desperately needed to
aid them entering the pavilion with ease. In addition we also want to add a small decking area
to the side of the entrance to make a an excellent viewing platform. We believe an investment
of around £7k would be needed to make those improvements. We will be trying for local
grants where we can to assist us. The ECB (Cricket governing body) offer very little support to
small grass root clubs like us, but that will not deter us in trying to improve our facilities, as
clubs who don’t invest quite often fail and disband as Needham Market CC did last year.

Every season we get a lot of positive feedback of how the ground looks and plays and my
thanks goes to all those who assist me in getting the ground ready for games each week. It
does take a lot of hours to keep it looking good and it also benefits the local residents who use
it outside of cricket games. Last season we came joint top of ground reports with Woolpit,
who have a full-time grounds person looking after their pitch, so we were really pleased to get
that accolade from the league members.

I now hope for a successful season both on and off the pitch and this is not something [ would
normally say at this time of year but I hope it rains soon !

Simon Edgar - ESCC Vice Chairman.



