Earl Stonham Parish Council — Chair’s Report 2024/2025

Introduction

| am pleased to present my annual report for 2024/25. We presently have 8 Councillors —
this means that we have a vacancy for a Parish Councillor. We would like to hear from
Residents who wish to apply to become a Parish Councillor — if you wish to know more
please speak to one of the existing Councillors or contact the Parish Clerk by email
parishclerk@earlstonham.org.uk.

At the beginning of this year our previous Parish Clerk, Jennie Blackburn, left after 8 years’
service with the Council and | wish to record our thanks for her support and work over that
time. We are now able to welcome our new Parish Clerk, Susan Edgar, to the role which she
started on 1%t April. Susan lives in the Parish, and | am sure will be a valuable asset to the
Council and the Parish in the coming years.

Highlights

e Inthe year since May 2024, the Parish Council has:

o Held 8 meetings, including planning meetings and 1 Public Meeting about the
proposed Norwich to Tilbury Pylon Route.

o Considered 7 Planning Applications and submitted views to Mid Suffolk
District Council as part of the planning process.

o We are no longer able to access Google Analytics data about our website
since the update, as it seems to have broken all the links that were previously
in place, and we have been unable to repair them.

o Speeding continues to be a significant concern to residents. During 2024/25
the Speed Watch Team undertook 27 sessions and reported 403 speeding
motorists to the Police. The average speed of those reported was 38.4mph.
The Safety Camera Team were also present on several occasions — their
presence increases in response to the number of sessions we carry out and
the speed of vehicles.

o Clir Deb Turner has been leading a project group to raise funds for the
purchase of two Speed Indicator devices to be site on the A1120.

o Low Carbon’s application for a Solar Farm Development on land adjacent to
Blacksmiths Lane will be considered at Mid Suffolk District Council Planning
Committee on Wednesday 7" May. | will be attending to speak to our
opposition to the proposal although the Officer Recommendation is for the
application to be approved.

e InJune we celebrated the 80" Anniversary of D-Day starting with the lighting of the
beacon on 6 June, followed by a WW?2 themed supper on the Saturday and a Fun
Day at the Village Hall on the Sunday.

e Earl Stonham Theatre Group entertained us with another successful pantomime,
Cinderella, in January.

Financial Report

The Parish Council is funded by a Precept levied on the Council Tax. In 2024/25 the total
precept was £7,675, equating to £28.99 per household for a Band D Property. At the year
end the Parish Council held £9,942 including fixed reserves and donations received for the
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purchase of the two Speed Indicator Devices. The Precept for 2025/26 is £8,586 equating to
£31.89 per household for a Band D Property. This reflects the increased day to day costs
faced by the Parish Council. The Parish Council funds a number of activities, of which the key
items of expenditure are: the Parish Clerk, insurance, subscriptions, grass cutting, street
lighting, grants & donations, a contribution to the village hall and dog bin emptying.

The Parish Council has successfully completed its Internal Audit which was undertaken by
Suffolk Association of Local Councils. The Audit Report will be presented to the Annual
Parish Council Meeting on 12 May.

Community Engagement

e A Public meeting was held to discuss the proposed Norwich to Tilbury Pylon Route in
July 2024 and to inform a further Parish Council response to the National Grid
‘Consultation’.

e We try to keep everyone informed through the Recorder, which is published 3 times
each year, via the website and through emails to the village mailing list.

e We rely heavily on volunteer effort, without which we would not be able to run
many of the events or activities that we do. If you do have a little time to spare,
please consider helping and supporting one of our projects.

Future Plans

e VE Day Celebrations take place on 8" May with the lighting of the Beacon followed
by refreshments. There will be a supper evening on Saturday 10" May.

e Plans to site two Speed Indicator Devices on the A1120 are progressing well with
Highways granting permission for the locations, one at either end of the 30mph limit.
We hope these will be in place before the Summer. We are still seeking donations to
cover the costs of the devices so if you could help with this please contact the Parish
Clerk.

e The website will be refreshed during the coming months. This will link to the Parish
Council’s move to a “.gov.uk’ website domain and associated email addresses. This is
a recommendation identified in our recent audit and is being encouraged by
National Government.
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