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TREE GUARDS - THE MYSTERY SOLVED! 
�
When the tree was removed on the Green, metal rods were found 
embedded in it and this article (found in the archives) explains why! 

  

�
�

Did you see this man? Well, some of you did, so it’s good to know the 
Neighbourhood Watch is on its toes!  The photo explains why one of the two 
remaining tree guards had to be removed before it caused unwanted damage to the 
tree, although they have certainly done their job over the last 80 years. 
 
This particular tree guard was made by William (Bill) Thurlow whose daughter-in- 
law, Mrs Thurlow, still lives in the house opposite, and was sad to see it being 
removed. Her daughter, who visits most days, came out to see what was happening, 
and told us the story. Well, we managed to get the guard out in one piece, so we 
carried it across the road and into Mrs Thurlow’s back garden where she will be able 
to keep an eye on it. We feel sure her grandchildren will put it to good use again 
one day in some way or another. 
 
The other tree guard was of much lighter gauge and not in nearly such good 
condition. It had to be cut into pieces to extricate it from the branches. The pieces 
were taken to the Stowmarket HWRC to be recycled. 
 
Next time you admire these glorious trees, looking so good with all their blossom 
at this time of year, spare a thank you for those kind folk who planted them all 
those years ago. 
 
Does anyone know why they were planted? Perhaps someone, somewhere, has a 
photo of the planting ceremony? 
 
Jen Hamilton 



ALLOTMENTS AVAILABLE 
EARL STONHAM 

 

 
 

There are currently allotments available 
so if you would be interested in one or 
know someone who would like to rent 

one, please contact 
Susan Edgar (Parish Clerk) 

on 07833 242561 or by email at 
parishclerk@earlstonham.org.uk 

�
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EARL STONHAM  

VILLAGE FOOTPATH WALK 

SUNDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2026 

 
��

We will be walking the BLUE route this time finishing at the 

Village Hall for refreshments.  Parking will be in the 

overflow car park at the Village Hall 

 

Join us at the Village Hall for a 2.00pm departure.  The walk 
will be led by Tony Stevens & dogs on leads are very 

welcome 

 
By the way - on a previous walk a fossil was found which was a 60 to 100 million 

year old relative of the oyster called a Devils Toenail with the correct name 

Gryphaea. They aren’t exactly uncommon but this one was intact which is 

unusual. It’s 7cm long which is fairly rare.  There must be lots of other ones, it’s 

just a matter of looking ! 
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GGENTLE AEROBICS CLASS 
 SATURDAY MORNINGS 

 
 

Come along and join us for a gentle 
aerobics class on Saturday mornings 

from 8.00am to 9.00am at  
Earl Stonham Village Hall 

 

£7.50 a session or £39.00 for six 
 

For more details, ring Halstead on 
07805 703671 

 
A great way to start the weekend !! 
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‘Coffee and Cake’ mornings are held in the village hall on the 
third Friday of each month and everyone is most welcome to 
drop in between 10.30 and 12 noon 
 

17 July 
21 August 
18 September 
16 October 
20 November 
18 December 

 
A selection of home-made treats to suit all diets is served 
with proper coffee and tea for a small donation to cover the 
hire of the hall. 
  
Any surplus funds go to the church who host the event  
and provide the delicious cakes.  
�
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Creative Accounting.
Dynamic Accounting.
Efficient Accounting.

Innovative Accounting.
Positive Accounting.

hello@quove.co.uk
01284 845120
quove.co.uk

3 Brickfields 
Business Park, 
Woolpit

Flexible
Accounting.
For business 
and personal 
accounting 
solutions.

Contact us
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      MOBILE LIBRARY 

�������������� �
�

The Suffolk Community Libraries (SCC) mobile service 
operates three vans stopping at hundreds of rural towns 
and villages across the county.  The service allows you to 

borrow and return books, access free reservations and pick 
up small items like NHS hearing aid batteries. 

�
The mobile library visits Earl Stonham Village hall car  

park every FOUR weeks on a FRIDAY between  
12.20 and 12.50. 
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SSummer Safety and Community Spirit  
Patrick Spencer MP 

 

 
 
As summer arrives across our towns and villages, many of us will be looking 
forward to spending more time outdoors, enjoying local events, exploring our 
countryside, and making the most of the longer days. 
 
One of the things I value most about Central Suffolk and North Ipswich is the 
strong sense of community that runs through both our villages and the town 
of Ipswich. Whether it is a village fete, a local sports club, a church event, a 
charity fundraiser, or simply neighbours lending a hand, there is a spirit of 
generosity and involvement that makes this part of Suffolk such a special 
place to live. 
 
Summer is a wonderful time to enjoy everything our area has to offer.  From 
our beautiful countryside and green spaces to the many events organised by 
local groups and volunteers, there is always something happening. It is also 
an important season for many local businesses, cafés, pubs and attractions 
that contribute so much to the character of our communities, so please do 
support them by shopping local wherever you can. 
 
The warmer months can bring challenges as well, particularly during periods 
of very hot weather. One of the real strengths of our area is the way people 
look out for one another. A quick phone call, a knock on the door, or an offer 
to help with shopping can make a real difference to a friend, neighbour or 
family member who may need a little extra support. Small acts of kindness 
often have a greater impact than we realise. 
 
Summer can be some of the busiest times on our rural roads, with walkers, 
cyclists, horse riders, visitors and agricultural vehicles all making use of them. 
A little patience and consideration goes a long way in helping everyone travel 
safely and enjoy all that Suffolk has to offer. 



Our parks, playgrounds, footpaths and public spaces are among the many 
reasons people choose to live, work and visit here. They are enjoyed by 
residents of all ages throughout the year and are often maintained and 
enhanced through the efforts of local volunteers and community groups. I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who gives their time to 
local charities, churches, sports clubs and community organisations. Much of 
their work happens behind the scenes, but it plays a vital role in bringing 
people together and strengthening our communities. 
 
I hope everyone across Central Suffolk and North Ipswich has the opportunity 
to enjoy a relaxing and enjoyable summer, spending time with family, friends 
and neighbours while making the most of everything our beautiful part of 
Suffolk has to offer. 
 
As always, I am keen to hear from residents across Central Suffolk and North 
Ipswich. If you would like to share your views, seek assistance, or stay 
informed about my work, please do get in touch. You can email me at 
PPatrick.Spencer.MP@Parliament.uk, call my office on 01728 726612, or sign 
up for my monthly e-newsletter at www.patrickspencer.co.uk. 
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WWOULD YOU LIKE TO HIRE 

 THE VILLAGE HALL? 

There is a large hall with dance floor & stage.  Ideal 
for barn dances, parties, discos or drama productions. 

Tables & chairs can be set up for dining or for Quizzes or 
Bingo evenings & there is a club room where smaller groups 

can gather. 
 

Also a well-equipped kitchen with two cookers, a fridge-
freezer, heated trolley, sinks and extensive working area. The 
hall opens out onto the adjoining recreation ground with a 

multicourt and small children’s playground.    
Perfect for picnics.   

 
 

Charges for the hire of the Village Hall from April 2024: 
 
For Earl Stonham Residents  For Non-Residents  
      (Minimum hire is two hours) 
Club Room  £  8.00ph  Club Room  £11.00ph 
Hall   £10.00ph  Hall   £14.00ph 
Hall & Club Room £16.00ph  Hall & Club Room   £23.00ph 
6 Hours & Over £105.00  6 Hours & Over £150.00 
   (All Areas)           (All Areas) 
6 Hours & Over £50.00  6 Hours & Over £70.00 
   (Club Room)       (Club Room) 
6 Hours & Over £65.00  6 Hours & Over £90.00 
   (Hall only)       (Hall only) 
 

Please contact Deb Turner (711461) to book the hall or to enquire 
about the Garden Room  
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EARL STONHAM WI 
 

Earl Stonham WI currently has 25 members which 
include those from Stonham Parva, Brockford, 
Stowupland, Needham Market and Creeting St Peter 
as well as our own village.  
 
Our past year has consisted of 9 meetings in the 
Clubroom which included speakers on Beekeeping, 
Flower Arranging, The Good Old Days, Hand Cranked 

Sewing Machines, Nutrition in Later Life and the Role of an Undertaker.  
 
We held two Zoom meetings in November when we heard a lady talk 
on her Love of Italian Cookery and January when Dr Ian Bedford talked 
on A Butterfly Garden in a Changing Environment. We also had a visit 
to Green Island Gardens in July and a Christmas meal at Thornham 
Four Horseshoes. We also belong to the Dove Group when we meet 
up with 6 other WI’s – last October we were entertained by a Magician. 
This year, in June, we are the Hostesses for the Group and have 
arranged for local girl, Kate Elliott, to come and talk on her career at 
Columbine Hall where she has worked in the gardens since leaving 
school in 1997.  
 
We have also been able to join in with events arranged by our head 
office in Ipswich – these have included Speakers Showcases where we 
have the opportunity to listen to possible new speakers for our 
meetings and also a Dabble Day, a Women Crime Writers Literary  
Afternoon Tea and a Walking Treasure Hunt in Framlingham.  
 
Two members are on their final year of a Creative Stitch course.  
Members also joined in with the Kurling sessions at our Village Hall – 
our Head Office like our Hall and have held 3 events there this year so 
far. 4 members attended the Federation Annual Meeting in March at 
Trinity Park along with representatives from every WI in East Suffolk. 
The two main speakers were Lucy Lewis, the first Bomb Disposal 
Officer in the Army and Astrid King who spoke of her mother Peg 
Lynch who was the first woman to write, produce and star in radio 



and then TV comedy. At the Annual SEFWI Quiz in June  our team 
were runners up after coming third the previous two years – we are 
now hoping to go one better this year and actually win it!  We also 
enter a team in the monthly village quiz and have won there as well.  
 
We have a Mahjong Group that meets monthly when around 12 of us 
come along to play – this includes 4 ladies who are not WI members 
and one drives from Felixstowe to join us! But we are probably still 
best known for our catering skills. We served the usual refreshments 
after Carols (in the Village Hall this year) and raised £163 which was 
divided between The Moses Project (for newborn babies) and YANA 
which provides mental health support for those involved in agriculture. 
We provided one funeral tea last year and were involved with the 
Celebration for Maddy in January this year – she was a dearly loved 
member and we miss her terribly.   
 
Membership for our WI is set at £54 for the year which includes 11 
monthly meetings, a monthly magazine from our Federation Office 
and 4 seasonal magazines from our Head Office.   
 
Our monthly meetings are held in the Clubroom at 7.30pm on the 
tthird Tuesday in each month. We listen to the speaker first then have 
refreshments, followed by the business.  Why not come and give us a 
look? 
 
Further meetings are as follows:- 
                               
Jul 21st          The Development of Minsmere with the RSPB                                        
 
Aug 18th        Silver & Gemstones            Marianne Brame     
                                           
Sept 15th       Shanty Songs with The Orwellermen                                                     
 
Oct 20th         ANNUAL MEETING & Social evening        
                                                            
Nov 17th         Searching for my Parents   Tony Friedlander                                         
 
Dec 15th         Christmas Meal   
�



Also regular afternoon Mahjong sessions are held in the village hall on 
the fourth Thursday of the month 2pm – 4.30pm. You don’t need to 
be a WI member to take part and you are very welcome to come along 
even if you’ve never played mahjong before. There is a small charge 
of £3 to cover the cost of hiring the hall but tea and coffee are 
provided. 
 
For any more information please contact me as below 
 
Lindsey Stone 
07929869925 or llindseystone55@yahoo.co.uk 
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EEARL STONHAM GOLDEN CIRCLE 
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EARL STONHAM CRICKET CLUB 
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MMARRIAGES 

9 May 2026 – Chloe Lowe & Edward Lay 

 
DEATHS 

     Colin Edgar Burial of ashes on 16 June 2026 

     Keith Mitchell 10 May 2026 (Eye) 

 Burial on 16 June 2026 
��
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RECYCLING BINS 
 TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
�

 
 
 
 
Please continue to bring your empty bottles and 
textiles to the village recycling banks as this helps to 
raise funds for the village – thank you! 
 
The paper bins will soon be removed so please do 
not leave papers there if they are full.  Papers & 
card should be recycled at home now.   

 
If you see that the Recycling Bins at 
the Village Hall are nearly full, 
please call the following numbers: 

 
 

Glass 
Indigo Waste Management 

01842 820804 
 

Textiles/Clothing 
0800 090 2321 
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USEFUL CONTACT NUMBERS 
 
Police (Non-Emergency)    101 
NHS (Non-Emergency)    111 
Suffolk Joint Emergency Planning Unit  01473 265321 
Suffolk Police HQ (Non-Emergency)  01473 613500 
Suffolk Police Direct     01473 613997 
Suffolk Fire & Rescue (Non-Emergency) 01473 588888 
Environment Agency Incident Helpline  0800 80 70 60 
Environment Agency Floodline   0345 988 1188 
Suffolk County Council    0345 6066 067 
Gas        0800 111 999 
Electricity (Power Cuts & Network  105 

   Emergencies)     08007 838 838 
Anglian Water      03457 145 145 
Essex & Suffolk Water    03457 820 999 
Connecting Communities (Dial A Ride) 01449 614271 
Suffolk Link      01449 616000 
 

VILLAGE CONTACTS 
Earl Stonham Parish Council Street 

  Lighting Fault Line    0800 591055 
Earl Stonham Recorder (Deb/Margaret) 711461/711779 
Earl Stonham Trust (Donna Taylor)  07859 896640 
Earl Stonham Website (Mark Gillett)  07984 518959 
Parish Clerk (Susan Edgar)    07833 242561 
WI (Lindsey Stone)     711602 
Over 60’s (Joan & Vera)    711294/710128 
Village Hall Bookings (Deb Turner)  711461 
Theatre Guild (Tony Turner)   711461 
Cricket Club (Simon Edgar)    711572 
Parish Room (John Jones)    07776 145689 
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